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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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BRAKE PEDAL POSITIONING APPARA TUS AND METHOD 



FIRST OFFICE ACTION 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

The Applicant has not provided the dates of the disclosed documents listed on the 
Information Disclosure Statement. The Examiner states that such dates need to be disclosed. 

DRAWINGS 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(5) because Fig. 
10 includes the reference character "6" which is not mentioned in the description. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d), or amendment to the 
specification to add the reference character(s) in the description in compliance with 37 CFR 
1. 121(b) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any 
amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet 
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submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not 
accepled by the Examiner, the Applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective 
action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

CLAIMS 

35 U.S.C. § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall he entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1, 5, 11, 12, 14, 15, 17, 19, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by Sakamoto et al. (6,681,620). 

With respect to independent claim 1, Sakamoto et al. set forth a pedal positioning 
apparatus, comprising: 
a shaft (86); 

a ratchet assembly (40) comprising a handle translatable along said shaft; 
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a lever arm (38) having a first end and a second end, and pivotally connected (70) to said 
ratchet assembly at said first end of said lever arm; and 

a pad (36) attached to the second end of said lever arm that contacts a pedal and is 
configured to apply force to said pedal when said ratchet assembly is translated. 

With respect to claim 5, the nut (90) of Sakamoto et al. is interpreted as the foot as 
claimed. 

With respect to claim 11, the pad of Sakamoto et al. is constructed from a non- 
deformable material as claimed (Fig. 5). 

With respect to independent claim 14, Sakamoto et al. set forth a pedal positioning 
apparatus, comprising: 

a means for supporting (86) the apparatus on a surface; 

a means for clamping onto said supporting means and translating along said supporting 
means (Fig. 3); 

a lever arm (38) having a first end and a second end, and pivotally connected to said 
clamping means at said first end of said lever arm (Fig. 3): and 

contacting means attached to the second end of said lever arm for contacting a pedal and 
applying force to the pedal when said clamping means is translated along said supporting means 
(Fig. 2). 
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With respect to claim 15, the nut (90) of Sakamoto et al. is interpreted as the foot as 
claimed. 

With respect to claim 17, Sakamoto et al. set forth a pad mounted to the second end of the 
lever arm by a bracket (Fig. 5). 

With respect to independent claim 19, Sakamoto et al. set forth an apparatus to position a 
pedal, for use with a clamp having a handle translatable along a shaft, the apparatus comprising: 

a lever arm (38) having a first end and a second end, wherein said first end of said lever 
arm is pivotal ly connected (70) to the clamp; and 

a pad (36) connected to said second end of said lever arm that contacts a peda! and 
applies force to the pedal when the handle is translated along the shaft. 

With respect to claim 20, said claim closely parallels that of claim I and is thus suggested 
by Sakamoto et al. for the same reasons thereof. 

Allowable.Subiect Matter 



Claims 2-4, 6-10, 13, 16, and 18 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
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the base claim and any intervening claims because the prior art fails to teach or suggest the 
claimed subject matter of the respective claims. 

Claim 21 has been found to be allowable over the prior art. 

CITED DOCUMENTS 

The Applicant's attention is directed to the enclosed "PTO-892" form for the prior art 
made of record at the time of this office action. 

CONTACT INFORM A TION 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Eric S. McCall whose telephone number is (571) 272-2183. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
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system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Eric S. McCaJl 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2855 
May 23, 2007 



